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Objectives/Learning Targets: 
Students will:

● make comments that contribute to the topic under 
discussion.

● write responses using complete sentences with 
standard spelling, punctuation, and grammar.



Warm-up

1. Listen to the story

➢ The Boy Who Finally Listened

2. On a piece of paper, write down three questions you could ask that 
would help you understand the story of the boy.  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFocDpvTZdw


Warm-up Answers
Check your answers to make sure it meets the following criteria:

➔ Did you write in complete sentences?
➔ Did you use standard conventions (spelling, punctuation, grammar)?

Sample Proficient Questions: 
(Answers may vary)
1. How did the boy respond when he lost his ears? How did he respond when they 

returned? 
2. What do the boy’s actions tell us about his character? 
3. Did your theories of the boy change as you listened to his story?

 



    Learn
Today we are going to talk about questioning 
for understanding. We need to find questions 
that are going to help us get to know more 
about the story. 

Here are some examples of questions you could 
ask to better understand the text that you are 
reading. 
Questioning Stems

There are questions to ask about plot, 
inferring, characters, and summarizing. 

https://www.teachthought.com/literacy/19-reading-response-questions-self-guided-response/


    Learn (continued)
Here are some examples of sentence stems you can use to find out more within the 
story:

-How do characters respond to conflict?
-What does this tell us, the readers, about the characters?
-What theories have you developed about characters based on how they respond to conflict?
-How have your theories of the character changed as you read?
-What does the conflict in the story show about the character?
-What do the actions of the character tell us about the character?
-How is the character’s traits best revealed?



 

Learn (continued)
If it helps us, we need to re-read the text to find out more information. 

We also need to think about our prior knowledge and what we know 
about the topic we are reading. 

Use context clues if it helps you figure out more about what’s going on 
in the story. 

Infer what is happening in the story. What do you think might happen 
next?

Summarize the story in your own words if that helps you form a question 
about a character. 

Make predictions or ask the reader to make predictions. 

Graphic organizers are a great way to write down what you know and 
what you need to find out. 



Practice
1. Listen to Episode 2 of the story

➢ EP2: Six Minutes without a Past

2. On a piece of paper, write down three questions you could ask 
that would help you understand what is happening in the podcast.

 

 

https://app.kidslisten.org/ep/Six-Minutes-EP2-Six-Minutes-without-a-Past


Practice Answer Key
Check your answers to make sure it meets the following criteria:

➔ Did you write in complete sentences?
➔ Did you use standard conventions (spelling, punctuation, grammar)?

Sample Proficient Answer: 
(Questions may vary)
1. What do the actions of Badger (the boy with the chips) tell you about his 

relationship with Holiday?
2. What theories have you developed about Mom and Dad based on their actions toward 

Holiday?
3. How does Cyrus’ reactions contribute to the mystery of Holiday? 


